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Shaping the Future

Celebrating]^ Years

The time has come! 143rd Commencement
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

Today marks the end of the
beginning for more than
2,500 students.
The graduates have spent
the past few years preparing not
only for this day, but also for the
rest of their lives — which starts
today with the University's 143rd
Commencement in Brookings
Quadrangle.
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
will confer the degrees in the ceremony, which will start at 8:30
a.m. Of the 2,589 candidates,
1,411 are undergraduate and
1,178 are graduate and professional.
There are 420 doctoral candidates, including 72 for the doctor
of philosophy degree from the
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences; eight for the doctor of science degree from the Henry Edwin Sever Graduate School of
Engineering & Applied Science;
225 for the juris doctoris degree
from the School of Law; and
115 for degrees from the School

of Medicine.
In the event of rain, Commencement will still take place
in the Quad. If the weather turns
threatening, the ceremony for
undergraduates will be moved
to the Athletic Complex, while
graduate and professional degrees
will be bestowed at each respective school's Commencement
reception.
Streaming video of the ceremony will be broadcast online at
commencement.wustl.edu. The
webcast can be viewed in January
Hall, Room 110; the Arts & Sciences Laboratory Science Building, Room 300; and Louderman
Hall, Room 458.
Thomas L. Friedman, a threetime Pulitzer Prize-winner for
The New York Times, will deliver
the Commencement address.
Friedman, the foreign affairs
columnist, started at The Times in
1981 and has served in a variety
of roles for the paper.
He was awarded the 1983
Pulitzer Prize for international

Green gown's
design based
in Middle Ages
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

See Graduates, Page 11

Student speaker Nazarian
dedicated to serving peers
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

For Raffi Nazarian, keeping busy
has never
been much of
a problem.
Nazarian,
president of the
senior class and
this year's student Commencement
speaker, will
receive a bachelor's degree in
marketing and international business from the Olin School of
Business. He minored in Spanish
in Arts & Sciences.
Though his studies certainly
took up much of his time, many

of his hours spent outside the
classroom were focused on planning for Thurtene Carnival and
Senior Week, as well as other
events that were part of his duties
as class president.
"One of my biggest commitments this year was Thurtene,"
said Nazarian, who is from Lexington, Mass. "I was the treasurer
and head of fund-raising for Sigma Phi Epsilon and Alpha Phi.
We donated to Youth in Need,
this year's selected charity. I'm
very proud of that."
Senior Week, which ran from
May 13-19, included a picnic at
the Saint Louis Zoo, a freshman
floor reunion, a float trip, a dance
and activities at the Arch and
See Nazarian, Page 11

Want a second opinion before
surgery? Free service offered
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

There's no denying it: Surgery
can be scary.
No matter how experienced
your surgeon is, learning that you
need to undergo an operation can
be daunting — particularly a
major operation such as heart,
lung or esophageal surgery.
That's why the University's
cardiothoracic surgeons at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital just introduced a free second-opinion service for patients diagnosed with
any heart, lung or esophageal
condition for which surgery is
recommended.
"Every patient has the right to

a second opinion," said Ralph J.
Damiano Jr., M.D., the John
Shoenberg Professor of Surgery
and chief of cardiac surgery.
"Our door is open to all patients
because surgery is not a trivial
decision."
Getting a second opinion is
always a good idea, particularly
in today's climate of information
overload, according to Joel D.
Cooper, M.D., the Evarts A.
Graham Professor of Surgery
and head of the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery.
"Patients these days get a lot of
information from a variety of
sources, including the Internet,"
See Service, Page 2

Degree candidates Katie Quinn
(left) of the Olin School of
Business and Amy Brand of
the School of Engineering &
Applied Science — and both
captains of the national championship Bears volleyball team —
wear the green Commencement
gowns that are making their full
debut at this year's ceremony.

This Week In
WUSTL History
May 23,2000
The School of Medicine reported
that researchers had generated cells
that re-insulate nerve axons and
allow some improvement in neurological function in animals when
injected into the spinal cord.

May 24,1998
Renovation work began on Graham
Chapel.

May 25,1972
African-American leader Jesse
Jackson gave the address at the
Eliol Honors Convocation.
This feature will be included in
each 2003-04 issue of the Record
in observance of Washington
University's 150th anniversary.

Gallery of Graduate
One ran with the bulls in Spain;
another has patented technology
that makes the United States more
secure. Read profiles of some of
the University's most interesting
graduates. Pages 5-10

The University might be celebrating its 143rd Commencement this year, but fashion designer Leslie Lambeth had to go
a lot further back than that to get
ideas for new Commencement
gowns in honor of the University's Sesquicentennial.
How far back? Try the Middle
Ages.
"When I was first asked to
take on this project, I looked into
the heritage of commencement
gowns," said Lambeth, a 1978
fashion design alumna of the
School of Fine Arts. "I wanted
the new design to look less like a
choir robe and more like a commencement gown.
"I researched the history of the
baccalaureate robe and found that
it has evolved from the cleric
robes in the Middle Ages. The
clerics were the scholars during
those times."
In her research, she noticed a
striking similarity between the
architecture of the Middle Ages
and that on the Hilltop Campus.
That discovery sent her on her
way to designing a gown similar
to the ones from that period.
"I thought it would be nice to
have something to strongly reflect
that sense of similarities in the
architecture," Lambeth said.
She also researched graduation
attire at other universities.
"I found that there were no
real standouts in terms of unique
design, but usually school colors
were incorporated in the gowns,"
she said. "Washington University's
special shade of green was selected as the primary gown color to
immediately set it apart."
In the past, the gowns were
plain black. The green gowns
See Gowns, Page 4

National Academy of Sciences

Elite group tabs Cowsik
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

It's an exclusive club indeed.
Just 24 University faculty and
emeritus faculty members from
all fields have ever been selected,
and there currently are just 185
physicists who are members of
the National Academy of Sciences. So being honored by the
NAS is quite a feat.
And it's one that Ramanath
Cowsik, Ph.D., professor of physics in Arts 8c Sciences, can add
to his resume.
Cowsik recently became the
25th member of the University
faculty to be elected to the NAS
when he joined 71 other new
members and 18 foreign associ-

ates from 13 countries in recognition of their distinguished and
continuing achievements in original research.
"Election as a foreign associate
of the U.S.
National
Academy of
Sciences is a
signal honor
recognizing the
importance of
the scientist
and his contribution on the
Cowsik
global scene,"
said John W.
Clark, Ph.D., the Wayman Crow
Professor and chair of the DeSee Cowsik, Page 4
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Art students design presidential debate logos
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

As the Oct. 8 presidential debate approaches, many in the University community are
starting to get involved, including three students who are among today's degree candidates.
The trio of graphic design students in the
School of Art — Jessica Sonkin (from Washington Township, N.J.), Victoria Caldwell
(Paducah, Ky.) and liana Breziner (San
Diego) — designed the two logos above for
the debate.
"I think this restates the University's commitment to getting students involved in as
many aspects of the debate as possible," said
Steven J. Givens, assistant to the chancellor
and chair of the Debate Committee. "As they
have done in the past, our graphic design

students have come up with wonderful
logos."
The University will host the debate scheduled for 8 p.m. Oct. 8 in the Athletic Complex. This is the fourth consecutive time the
University has been selected by the Commission on Presidential Debates, the event's
sponsor, to serve as a host.
The University's Debate Committee approached Create Studio in the School of Art
and asked faculty advisers Douglas Dowd,
professor of illustration, and Heather Corcoran, assistant professor of graphic design,
to put together a team of students to design
the logo, Givens said.
The team came up with a number of designs and the committee chose two, which
have been approved by the Commission on
Presidential Debates.

PICTURING OUR PAST

One design is influenced by the stars on
the United States flag; the other by the
stripes.
The stars motif, in a square shape, will be
used for buttons, pins and T-shirts, which
are already available for purchase at the
Campus Store.
The stripes design, incorporated into
two of the E's in "Presidential Debate," is
horizontal and will be used for banners
and signs.
Both versions of the logo include "Commission on Presidential Debates" and the
eagles from the commission's logo, as well as
the name of the University and the date of
the debate.
For more information on the event, including volunteer information, go online to
debate.wusd.edu.

Sports
Track and field sets
three school records

On June 16, Francis Field will be rededicated in
a ceremony beginning at 5 p.m. that will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 1904
Olympics and the 150th anniversary of the
years
University. Francis Gymnasium was finished in
*
*
'853-200^
1903 by the Olympics Games Committee and
Treasuring the Put
was one of the buildings used in the third modShaping the Future
ern Olympic Games, the first Olympics held in
the Western Hemisphere. After the rededication, a reception
will be held in the Athletic Complex for the 2004 St. Louis
torch-bearers and special guests. On June 17, the torch (pictured, 1967) will come through St. Louis — one of just four
American cities to host the global torch run (Los Angeles,
Atlanta and New York are the others). On its route throughout
St. Louis, the torch will enter campus from Big Bend Boulevard, go around the track, go back out and down Big Bend
through University City. It will then proceed south on Skinker
Boulevard, up the steps of Brookings Hall and back down the
steps into Forest Park, where a celebration is planned. Current
estimated times are for the torch to enter Francis Field at
7:50 p.m., and be on the Brookings steps at 8:23 p.m.

150

Washington University is celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2003-04. Special
programs and announcements will be made throughout the yearlong observance.

The track and field team competed at the Dr. Keeler Invitational, hosted by North Central
College May 14 in Naperville,
111. WUSTL set three school
records on the day, two of
which came from the women.
Junior Hallie Hutchens
placed second in the 100-meter
hurdles, clocking a schoolrecord 14.47 seconds. The mark
is only 4/100 shy of an automatic qualification to the NCAA
Outdoor Championships.
Sophomore Katelin Gruber,
freshman Natalie Badowski and
sophomores Leah Sabin and
Julie McDermitt teamed for a
school-record run in the 400
relay. The squad recorded a
time of 48.55, which also was
good for an NCAA "B" cut.
On the men's side, sophomore Greg Reindl shattered the
school record in the 1,500meter run. The Lakewood,
Colo., native completed the
race in 3:51.39, also an NCAA
"B" cut.
Men's tennis sophomore
Ari Rosenthal advanced to the
second round and senior Brian
Alvo was knocked out in the
first round of the 2004 Division
III Singles Championships May
15 at Bates College in Lewiston,
Maine.
Rosenthal, who was making
his first appearance in the
NCAA singles bracket and his
second overall, defeated Zach
Rodd of Swarthmore College,
6-1, 6-1, in the first match of
the day. He advanced to the second round, where he took on
Brian Murphy of the University
of Redlands.
Murphy took the first set,
7-5, and Rosenthal responded
with a convincing 6-1 win in
the second, setting up a third set
for a spot in the quarterfinals.
Murphy led 2-0 in the final set
before Rosenthal had to retire
due to heat exhaustion. The loss
snapped Rosenthal's winning
streak at 17. He is 94-28 in his
two seasons at WUSTL.
Alvo, who was making his
third-straight trip to the NCAA
singles championship, was ousted by No. 4 Matt Seeberger of
the University of California,
Santa Cruz, in the opening
round, 6-1,6-1.

On the Web
For complete sports schedules and
results, go to bearsports.wustl.edu.

The Bears' Brian Alvo — a
degree candidate in Arts &
Sciences — qualified for the
NCAA Division III Singles
Championships but was eliminated in the first round.

he said. "It can leave them
with confusing and conflicting
opinions.
"If we confirm the original
opinion they received, it gives
them peace of mind; and in
those cases where there are legitimate differences of opinion, it
gives patients the opportunity to
hear different approaches to
treating their condition."
The surgeons understand
that the prospect of undergoing
major surgery can provoke anxiety, so they are dedicated to providing a second opinion within
48 hours of receiving a patient's
medical records.
Typically, they can do so
based solely on records, but if a
patient prefers to be seen in person, the staff will ensure they
can do so quickly.
University surgeons frequently treat complex cases, and
Barnes-Jewish Hospital has the
only cardiac and thoracic programs in Missouri and the eight
surrounding states that consistently rank in the nation's
top 10.
The lung team is particularly
well-known for its precise methods of cancer staging, which is
the process of determining the
severity of a tumor, according to
G. Alexander Patterson, M.D.,
chief of thoracic surgery.
"We spend a lot of time and
effort accurately staging our
patients, and often those investigations turn up reasons that
surgery is not the best option,"
said Patterson, who also is the
Joseph C. Bancroft Professor of
Surgery. "Currently, when we
provide a second opinion, as
often as not, we make the judgment that the proposed operation is not a good idea based on
information we get from the
staging process."
Some patients may feel uncomfortable seeking a second
opinion because they're afraid
of offending their physician. But
Damiano, Cooper and Patterson
all agree — almost all physicians
recognize the importance of a
second opinion.
"I never take offense if a
patient seeks another opinion,"
Damiano said. "I feel the best
patient is an educated, wellinformed patient."
The service is open to Missouri and Illinois residents.
To begin the second-opinion
process, call toll-free (866) TOPDOCS, and a cardiac or thoracic
nurse practitioner will guide
you through the process.

Summer schedule
After this issue, the Record will
phase into its monthly summer
publication schedule. Look for
our next issue in late June.

Fulbrights awarded to 15 from WUSTL
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

In a record-setting performance,
WUSTL has 15 Fulbright Scholars from the 2004-05 competition.
Of the University's 39 applicants, 15 were selected — breaking the previous mark of 13 set
last year, a 38 percent success rate,
the same as last year.
From the 2000-01 through
2002-03 academic years, there
were a total of 17 Fulbright
Scholars from the University.
This year's Fulbright scholars,
along with their field of study and
destination, are: Anneke DeLuycker (anthropology, Peru); Abigail
Dumes (anthropology, France);
Joshua Ehrlich (anthropology,
Ecuador); Patience Graybill

(Germanic languages and literatures,
Germany);
Chad Haddal (political science,
Sweden); Barbara Hawatmeh (law,
Italy); Elisabeth Hildebrand (anthropology, Ethiopia); Samuel Hirst
(modern history, Russia); Grace
Kiang (teaching English as a foreign language, Germany);
Suzuko Knott (Germanic languages and literature, Germany);
Nicole List (anthropology, Senegal);
Bertin Louis (anthropology, Haiti);
Tana Mitby (teaching English as a
foreign language, Germany); Sonja
Schiller (teaching English as a foreign language, France); and Tessa
Schneider (teaching English as a foreign language, Germany).
Andrea Hoopes (public health,
Sweden) was picked as an alternate.

record.wustl.edu
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School of Medicine Update

Moving forward
Spinal cord injury patient makes great strides
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

M

Iost moms know the sense of pride and elation
that comes with watching their child stand for
the first time.
But few can relate to the emotional thrill that
Lola Segovia felt on March 22 when she saw her
24-year-old son, Oscar, stand unassisted for the
first time in almost a decade.
Just thinking about the momentous achievement
brings tears to her eyes and an irrepressible urge to
clap. "I can't express what it was like," she recalled.
"It's amazing."
In 1995, Oscar was hit by a car while riding his
motorcycle home from work in his hometown of
Manresa, Spain. Two weeks later, he awoke from a
coma, paralyzed from the waist down.
He was determined to walk again, but after a few
years of grueling — and often frustrating — rehabilitation, he and his family lost hope.
They began to accept the belief of the Spanish
medical community that Oscar — and others like
him — had no chance of ever walking again.
Like many individuals facing a life of paralysis,
Oscar became depressed. But one day, something
revived his hope: A documentary on actor, director,
activist and quadriplegic Christopher Reeve renewed
his belief that progress is indeed possible.
"This life is not given for free," Oscar said. "You
have to fight for what is important and for what
you want. Since I want to walk again, I plan to fight
for it."
He and his girlfriend, Monica Garcia, immediately contacted John W. McDonald, M.D., Ph.D., medical director of the Spinal Cord Injury Program at
the School of Medicine.
McDonald, also an assistant professor of neurology and of neurological surgery, helped design and
refine Reeve's rehabilitation program and had published his progress, the first documented case of partial recovery more than two years after traumatic
spinal cord injury.
Though Oscar had been undergoing physical
therapy since his accident, the medical community in
Spain — similar to most rehabilitation programs in

"This life is not given for free.
You have to fight for what is
important and for what you want.
Since I want to walk again,
I plan to fight for it."
OSCAR SEGOVIA

the United States — focuses on learning to compensate for an injury rather than working toward neurological recovery.
It is generally believed that the majority of recovery occurs within the first six months to two years
following a spinal cord injury.
Oscar arrived in St. Louis in early March, and he
immediately began an intensive therapy regimen
with McDonald's team at the Rehabilitation Institute
of St. Louis.
It wasn't long before he not only saw results, but
also felt them. Whereas he only had mild sensation
in one leg in Spain, Oscar now has the ability to distinguish different types of touch on both legs. He's
even ticklish on his feet.
Within three weeks, he achieved what many
thought to be impossible: standing and balancing his
weight without any human assistance. Now he is able
to walk with braces and a walker.
And he certainly doesn't plan to stop there.
When he returned to Spain in April, Oscar took
with him more than just memories — he was accompanied by a set of rehabilitation equipment
so he could continue the intensive therapy he began
in St. Louis.
"Oscar's determination and motivation have paid
off," McDonald said. "With his energy and commitment, he should be able to continue to make progress at home, and we look forward to seeing him
back in clinic within the next year to chronicle
his improvements and continue to advance his
program."

Pioneering research by spinal cord injury specialists in the School
of Medicine offers patients like Oscar Segovia the most progressive
treatment available. Here, Segovia works with physical therapist
Cassandra Pate at the Rehabilitation Institute of St. Louis.

Physician-scientists elected to prestigious research organization
BY HOLLY EDMISTON

American Society for Clinical Investigation honors physicians
Daniel C. Brennan
"Daniel Brennan, the first director of transplant
nephrology at Washington University, is internationally known for his studies on infectious complications
of kidney transplantation. His research has resulted in
the implementation of strategies that have markedly
improved renal transplantation outcomes."
— Marc R. Hammerman, M.D., the Chromalloy
Professor of Renal Diseases in Medicine and professor
Brennan
of cell biology and physiology
David M. Holtzman
"David is a superior physician-scientist who has
been at the cutting edge of the rapidly evolving field
of the molecular basis of Alzheimer's disease. His
studies are original and have high impact. In addition, he is an excellent clinician and teacher."
— Alan L. Schwartz, Ph.D., M.D., the Harriet B.
Spoehrer Professor and head of pediatrics
Holtzman
Barry P. Sleckman
"Barry is a major contributor to the understanding
of a fundamental problem in how lymphocytes recognize foreign proteins. He also happens to be an outstanding teacher. He's very dedicated to the people in
his lab, and he still does experiments. He is one of
those people who does outstanding work and is also a
wonderful contributor to the institution."
— Herbert W. "Skip" Virgin IV, M.D., Ph.D., proSleckman
fessor of pathology and immunology

Dwight A. Towler

Towler

"Focusing on the biology of mineralization and its
relevance to human disease, Dwight Towler has made
important and creative contributions to our understanding of how gene expression contributes to bone
formation and how calcification in blood vessels
occurs. These two processes are critically important
to normal human health and to complications associated with atherosclerosis."
— Clay F. Semenkovich, M.D., professor of medicine and of cell biology and physiology

Four physician-scientists in the
School of Medicine were recendy honored by the American
Society for Clinical Investigation
(ASCI), one of the nation's oldest
and most respected medical honor societies.
Daniel C. Brennan, M.D., associate professor of medicine; David
M. Holtzman, M.D., the Charlotte
and Paul Hagemann Professor of
Neurology and professor of molecular biology and pharmacology; Barry P. Sleckman, M.D.,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
pathology and immunology; and
Dwight A. Towler, M.D., Ph.D.,
associate professor of molecular
biology and pharmacology and
of medicine, were formally inducted as ASCI members at the
group's annual meeting in April
in Chicago.
The ASCI comprises more
than 2,700 physician-scientists
from all medical specialties. The
association publishes the Journal
of Clinical Investigation and is a
member of the Federation of
American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB), an
umbrella organization of biomedical research societies.
According to Herbert W.
"Skip" Virgin IV, M.D., Ph.D., the
medical school's ASCI institutional representative, becoming a
member of the association is an
important recognition for young
biomedical researchers.
"There's a perception among
clinical trainees (fellows, residents
and interns) that it's very difficult
to do biomedical research with a
clinical background," said Virgin,
who also is a professor of pathology and immunology. "While

there are many challenges, I
think it's good they see that
some of the faculty who teach
them have actually succeeded at
doing something substantial."
Individuals nominated for
ASCI membership must be
under age 45 and have made
substantial contributions to biomedical research at a national
level.
In 2004, the association received 159 membership nominations; 64 were elected.
Currently, about 65 School of
Medicine faculty have been ASCI
members. Past presidents of the
association include faculty members Carl V. Moore, M.D. (1954);
Philip W. Majerus, M.D. (1982);
and Timothy J. Ley, M.D (1998).
One of the ASCI's chief goals
is to further involve junior investigators with medical degrees in
biomedical research — to mentor them and to encourage them
to proceed with their academic
careers. One of the biggest obstacles young physicians face is
financial indebtedness.
The specters of postponing
the payment of medical school
debts and the delay in receiving
a "real world" salary during
lengthy postdoctoral years loom

large, said Ley, the Alan A. and
Edith L. Wolff Professor in Medicine and professor of genetics.
The typical medical student averages more than $100,000 in debt
upon graduation (at WUSTL,
that number is just over $90,000,
including undergraduate education).
These and other factors inspired the FASEB board to undertake a study of the decline in physicians pursuing research careers,
an initiative led by Ley.
The results, published in 2000,
convinced FASEB, ASCI and others to recommend to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) that
loan repayment programs be put
in place for young physicianscientists who commit to working
in a laboratory for at least three
years with a serious intent to pursue a career in research.
Congress authorized the creation of a loan repayment program for extramural NIH grants
in 2001.
So far, that program looks to
be a success. Now entering its
third year, more than 1,000 people should be participating in the
program by the end of 2004, a
number that is actually larger
than originally anticipated.

Employee Appreciation Picnic June 11
Looking for a good excuse to
take a break from work and
soak up the summer sun?
Come enjoy music, games,
prizes and Ted Drewes frozen
treats at the School of Medicine's Employee Appreciation
Picnic from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. June
11 at Hudlin Park, adjacent to

the tennis courts in front of
Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
Be sure to bring picnic tickets (which will soon be distributed throughout each department) along with School of
Medicine IDs for admission.
Employees are encouraged to
wear their WUSTL polo shirts.
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University Events
Internal Negotiating
Skills • Focal Cooling
"University Events" lists a portion of
the activities taking place May 21-June 19
at Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Hilltop Campus
(calendar, wustl.edu) and the School of
Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibits

New Antiepileptic Therapy for Intractable
Neocortical Epilepsy." Xiaofeng Yang,
research asst. prof, of neurology.
Maternity Bldg., Schwarz Aud. 362-9460.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Developmental Regulation of
Lymphocyte Antigen Receptor Gene
Assembly." Barry Sleckman, asst. prof,
of pathology & immunology. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 362-2763.

Tuesday, May 25

School of Art Bachelor of Fine Arts Show.
Through May 21. Gallery of Art.
935-4523.
History of Adult Education at
Washington University, 18542004. Through May 31. January
Hall, Rm. 20. 935-4806.
Influence 150:150 Years of
(ljO) Shaping a City, a Nation, the
Vj^ars/ worid. Becker Medical Library.
Through May 31. 362-7080.
New Beginnings: The First Decade of the
s~—N Washington University Medical
(YjQ) Campus, 1915-1925. Through May
Vvears/ 31. Glaser Gallery, Becker Medical
^"^ Library, 7th Fl. 362-4236.

Lectures
Friday, May 21
7 a.m.-5 p.m. Internal Medicine CME
Course. "The Washington Manual
Comprehensive Internal Medicine and
Board Review Course." (Continues 5:307:30 p.m. May 21; 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. and
5:15-5:45 p.m. May 22; and 7:30 a.m.3:15 p.m. May 23.) Cost: $945 for physicians, $745 for allied health professionals,
$200 daily rate. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "TaySachs, Sickle Cell, and Cystic Fibrosis:
Ethnic Identity, Therapeutics, and Genetic
Disease in the U.S., Past and Present."
Keith A. Wailoo, prof, of history, Rutgers
U. Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
7:30 p.m. St. Louis Astronomical Society
Meeting. "The Exploration of Mars: Rovers and Beyond." Thomas Stein, computer systems manager, Earth & Planetary
Remote Sensing Laboratory. McDonnell
Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614.

Monday, May 24
8:30 a.m .-4:30 p.m. Center for the
Application of Information Technology
Two-Day Workshop. "Internal Negotiating
Skills for the IT Professional." (Continues
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. May 25.) Cost:
$1,195; reduced fees available. CAIT,
5 N. Jackson Ave. To register: 935-4444.
Noon. Center for the Study of Nervous
System Injury Seminar. "Focal Cooling: A

4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "What We
Have Learned About Heavy Carbenes
Through Laser Flash Photolysis Studies."
Robin Walsh, prof, of chemistry, U. of
Reading, England. McMillen Lab., Rm.
311.935-6530.

Wednesday, May 26
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Structure and
Reactivity of the Silica Surface: A SolidState NMR Study." Gary E. Marciel, dept.
of chemistry, Colo. State U. McMillen
Lab., Rm. 311.935-6530.

Friday, May 28
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
Dr. Ben Abelson Lecture. "DNA Damage
Signaling Pathways and Human Cancer."
Michael B. Kastan, chairman of hematology-oncology, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, Memphis, Tn. Clopton
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 454-6006.

Friday, June 4
6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Urology CME Course.
"Advanced Laparoscopic and Robotic
Urologic Oncology." (Continues 7 a.m.5:30 p.m. June 5.) Cost; $2,225 for
didactic sessions, live case surgeries &
hands-on labs; $995 for didactic session
and live case surgeries only. Eric P. Newman Education Center. To register:
362-6891.

Saturday, June 19
7:30 a.m.-noon. Urology CME Course.
"Annual American Urological Association
Highlights Course." Cost: $35. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. To register:
362-6891.

.to submit
'University Events'
ubmit "University Events" items
to Genevieve Podleski via:
(1) e-mail — recordcalendar
©wustl.edu;
(2) campus mail — Campus
Box 1070; or
(3) fax —935-4259.

WUSTL plays key role in MarS missions Arts & Sciences degree candidate Bethany
Ehlmann looks at Mars rover data with Raymond E. Arvidson, Ph.D., the James S. McDonnell
Distinguished University Professor and chair of earth and planetary sciences in Arts & Sciences,
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, Calif. Washington University continues
to make critical contributions to Mars-related research and space exploration projects, including
the current missions featuring the rovers Spirit and Opportunity. Arvidson is serving as deputy
principal scientist for the highly successful missions. Ehlmann and Allison Gilmore, also an Arts
& Sciences degree candidate, won Rhodes Scholarships to attend Oxford University this fall.
Ehlmann spent most of the spring semester at the JPL working with Arvidson and other NASA
personnel via a directed independent-study project.

Cowsik
'Extremely creative' work
moves physics forward
- from Page 1

partment of Physics.
"Ram Cowsik's election to the
National Academy of Sciences
brings well-deserved credit for a
distinguished career marked with
extraordinary insight. It likewise
brings credit to our department
and to Washington University for
providing an environment in
which such great talent can
thrive."
Cowsik's research interests are
in the fields of astronomy, astrophysics, cosmology and nonaccelerator particle physics.
His scientific contributions
include establishing the highest

Commencement Week
For more information, go online to
commencement, wustl. edu.

Wednesday, May 19
7:30 p.m. University College Recognition Ceremony and Reception. Simon Mall Auditorium and
Courtyard.

Thursday, May 20
10:30 a.m. Eliot Honors Convocation.
Honoring students for academic and
leadership achievements. Athletic
Complex, Field House.
1:30 p.m. School of Engineering &
Applied Science Recognition
Ceremony. Athletic Complex, Field
House.
4:30 p.m. College of Arts & Sciences
Recognition Ceremony. Athletic
Complex, Field House.
8 p.m. School of Art Recognition
Ceremony. Graham Chapel.

Friday, May 21
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble.
8:30 a.m. Commencement in Brookings
Quadrangle.
The following programs begin immediately following Commencement:
College of Arts & Sciences: Reception
and diploma distribution in the Sally E.
Strain Courtyard, between Monsanto
Laboratory and the Psychology
Building. Rain location: Athletic

Complex, Francis Gymnasium.
University College in Arts & Sciences:
Diploma distribution and reception in
the Women's Building Formal Lounge.
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences:
Hooding and recognition ceremony in
Edison Theatre. Reception follows in
Bowles Plaza. Rain location for reception: Mallinckrodt Student Center, Lower
Level Food Court.
School of Architecture: Diploma ceremony, Brookings Drive mall. Reception follows. Rain location and time: diploma
ceremony in Graham Chapel, 3 p.m.,
with reception following in Givens Hall.
School of Art: Diploma distribution and
reception on the Steinberg Hall terrace.
Rain location: Steinberg Hall, Gallery
of Art.
Olin School of Business: Diploma distribution and reception in the Athletic
Complex, Field House. Reception follows in Simon Hall.
School of Engineering & Applied
Science: Undergraduate diploma distribution in Lopata Hall, Room 324. Reception follows in Lopata Gallery and
Lopata Plaza between Jolley and Cuppies II halls.
George Warren Brown School of Social
Work: Diploma ceremony in Graham
Chapel. Reception follows in the
Goldfarb Hall Lucy and Stanley Lopata
Courtyard.
Program in Occupational Therapy:
Reception in Holmes Lounge. Diploma
ceremony follows in Graham Chapel.

Program in Physical Therapy: Reception
in Sheldon Concert Hall. Diploma ceremony follows.
The following program begins at noon:
Health Administration Program: Diploma
ceremony at the Sheraton Clayton Plaza
Hotel, Grand Ballroom. Reception
immediately following.
The following program begins at
12:30 p.m.:
School of Law: Diploma ceremony in
Brookings Quadrangle. Reception follows in Anheuser-Busch Hall. Rain
location: Athletic Complex, Recreational
Gymnasium.

observatory in the world — in
Hanle, Ladakh, in the Himalayas
at an altitude of 15,000 feet, for
astronomy in the optical and
infrared wavelength bands — and
significantly contributing to the
understanding of highly energetic
phenomena in astrophysics, such
as cosmic rays, pulsars, supernova
remnants, gamma ray bursts,
active-galactic nuclei and other
such sources powered by accretion flows.
He also invented the "leakybox" and the "nested-leaky box"
models that are extensively used
to interpret the observations of
cosmic rays.
"Ram Cowsik's research has
been extremely creative and has
moved physics forward in very
positive ways," said Edward S.
Macias, Ph.D., executive vice
chancellor, dean of Arts &
Sciences and the Barbara and
David Thomas Distinguished
Professor in Arts & Sciences.
"Election to the National Academy of Sciences recognizes
Ram's many scholarly achievements."
Cowsik's research efforts are
primarily directed toward building an extremely sensitive torsion
balance to probe possible violations of the inverse square law of
gravity at sub-millimeter scales,
which are predicted by 'stringmotivated' theories.
This follows up on his longstanding interest in constructing
sensitive torsion balances and
using them to study Einstein's
equivalence principle and to
search for new fundamental
forces. He also is interested in

several problems in high-energy
astrophysics and dark matter.
"Cowsik's achievements range
far and wide within the fields of
astronomy, astrophysics, cosmology and non-accelerator particle
physics," Clark said. "His prophetic work in the early 1970s called
attention to the implications of a
finite neutrino mass for the binding of galaxies and galaxy clusters,
and more generally to the roles of
weakly interacting particles and
dark matter in the structure and
dynamics of the cosmos.
"Cowsik can rightly be called
the father of 'astroparticle physics'
— a marriage of astrophysics and
cosmology (the sciences of the
incredibly huge) with particle
physics (the science of the inconceivably small). Over the past
three decades, astroparticle physics
has taken its place at the very
nexus of fundamental science."
Over the years, Cowsik — formerly the director of the Indian
Institute for Astrophysics — has
also contributed to the activities of
the McDonnell Center for the
Space Sciences and to the physics
department as a visiting professor.
Cowsik earned an undergraduate degree in physics, chemistry
and mathematics at Mysore University in 1958; a master's degree
in physics at Karnatak University
in 1960; and a doctorate in physics
at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research of Bombay University in 1968.
He is a fellow of the Indian
Academy of Sciences, the Indian
National Science Academy and the
Third World Academy of Sciences
(Trieste).

Gowns

different from those at other
schools," Lambeth said. "This
placement allows the shield to be
easily seen from many angles and
does not interfere with the medals
also worn by scholars during academic ceremonies."
For graduate students and faculty, black velvet tarns replace the
traditional mortarboard.
Lambeth's early fashion design
experience was in junior and missy sportswear design. More recently, she has designed specialty
apparel for the 2002 Olympic
Games, Universal Studios in Florida, Busch Gardens, SeaWorld
and the Hard Rock Hotel in Orlando, Fla.

The following programs begin at 2 p.m.:
Henry Edwin Sever Graduate School of
Engineering & Applied Science:
Hooding and recognition ceremony in
Edison Theatre. Reception follows in
the Mallinckrodt Student Center, Lower
Level Food Court.
Program in Genetic Epidemiology:
Diploma ceremony in McDonnell
Medical Sciences Building, Erlanger
Auditorium. Reception immediately following in the McDonnell Medical
Sciences Building King Center.
The following programs begin at 3 p.m.:
Olin School of Business: Graduate diploma and awards ceremony in the
Athletic Complex, Field House.
Reception follows in Simon Hall.
School of Medicine: Commencement
recognition ceremony in the America's
Center, Ferrara Theater. Reception follows in America's Center Atrium.

- from Page 1

were worn at Commencement
last year by Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton, grand marshal Edward
N. Wilson and Board of Trustees
members participating in Commencement.
This year, everyone will be
wearing the new gowns, which
have black velvet trim and
the University shield on both
shoulders.
"I designed an inset at the top
of each sleeve as a unique detail
that would make this gown truly
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Dancing to a different tune, Pollak combines interests
BY ROBERT BATTERSON

Kristin Pollak always knew the
value of a good education,
instilled in her by the sacrifices that her parents made for
her and her older sister.
By all accounts, she has not let
them down.
Pollak will graduate today
with bachelor's and master's degrees in business administration,
with majors in accounting and
marketing, and a minor in modern dance in Arts & Sciences —
all in four years.
"I grew up in a middle-class
home in Cleveland, and my family always had enough," Pollak
says. "But my parents made a lot
of sacrifices to put my sister and
me through private schools, for
which I am grateful.
"When I was little, it was a little difficult to
understand
Olin School
why my educaof Business
tion was more
important than
that swimming pool I really, really wanted; but looking back, I
wouldn't want it any other way.
After all, a great suntan fades, but
a great education lasts a lifetime."
During the spring of her senior year of high school, Pollak
received an invitation to the Olin
School of Business' Spotlight
Weekend — one of its major student-recruiting events — and the
University won her over.
"I remember I was so nervous
when I pulled up in front of the
business school for the weekend,
but by the end of the weekend
I was convinced that Washington University was where I wanted to be," she says. But there was

In addition to earning bachelor's and master's degrees from the Olin School of Business, Kristin Pollak
minored in modern dance in Arts & Sciences. "I needed a balance between the analytical and creative
sides of my brain," she says. "Dancing helps me to de-stress and create a better balance."

"just one little $26,000 problem,"
she adds.
That's where the Olin Scholars
in Business program came in.
"The Scholars in Business program made it possible for me to
come to Olin and receive a great
education," Pollak says. "It enabled
me to take advantage of so many
extracurricular activities. It gave
me the opportunity to make so
many friends.
"My sponsors, Jack and Jerre
Minner, not only provided finan-

cial support for my education, but
also welcomed me into their family. My life would literally not be the
same if it weren't for them."
Pollak made good on her scholarship, and then some. Graduating
with a grade-point average of 3.9,
Pollak was on the Dean's List every
semester, in addition to serving as
co-chair of the Olin Ambassadors
and Senior Class Gift Committee,
co-director of Olin Peer Advising,
treasurer for the Catholic Student
Center Student Council and a

teaching assistant in financial
accounting.
She also managed to find time
to serve in the Olin School's Weston Career Resources Center as a
student assistant and complete
work internships every summer,
including a stint in auditing at
the accounting firm KPMG LLP,
where she has accepted a full-time
position.
A good student throughout
her life, Pollak excelled at mathematics but discovered that her

"right brain" also craved attention.
Studying tap, jazz and ballet since
age 10, she continued her dance
studies at the University to "keep
balance in my life."
"I realized in my second semester that I needed dance in my life,"
she says. "I needed a balance between the analytical and creative
sides of my brain.
"Dancing helps me to de-stress
and create a better balance. Everybody thinks that business and
dance is kind of a weird combination, but accountants have outside
interests, too!"
Pollak worked on a research
project with the Olin School's J.
Stuart Bunderson, Ph.D., associate
professor of organizational behavior. They helped determine what
factors enhanced team performance at the semiconductor firm
Intel.
"Kristin exemplifies responsible
student scholarship," Bunderson
says. "So many students are reactive and instrumental in their
learning, doing only what is laid
out for them with the goal of getting a grade, getting out and getting a job. Kristin doesn't work
that way.
"She takes responsibility for
her own learning. She keeps her
eye on the long-term goal of learning and mastery while completing
— in stellar form — the necessary
short-term requirements of academic life."
Pollak plans to sit for the Certified Public Accountant exam in
the fall and is engaged to another
recent Olin School graduate, Iliya
Filev.
"Iliya proposed to me on the
top of the Eiffel Tower," she says.
"My life is like a dream come true."

Cox basks in opportunities provided by WUSTL
BY DEB ARONSON

Justin Cox comes from Scott
City, a tiny, blue-collar, rural
town in southern Missouri.
The town has one high school; his
graduating class had 60 people.
Cox, a first-generation college
student, didn't start looking at
colleges until his senior year and
only considered two: Washington
University and Harvard University. He was accepted into both.
Cox, whom professors describe as "insightful, intelligent
and comfortable with ambiguity," ignored everyone who
thought they knew what was best
for him (go to Harvard, go to
Harvard) and chose WUSTL. The
choice was difficult, but became
clear for the "logical and analytical" Cox.
"I wanted to go away from
home, but not
too far away
College of
because of my
Arts & Sciences
family," he says.
"Besides, I didn't feel like I fit in at Harvard."
When he arrived at WUSTL,
Cox quickly realized that he wasn't in Scott City any more.
"In high school, I never had a
class with someone who wasn't
Christian; there was one mixedrace person in our entire school,"
he says. "Then I came here, and
I was fascinated by all the differences.
"Freshman year I lived between a guy from Hong Kong
and a guy from South Korea. Last
year, I lived in an apartment with
a Muslim, a Christian and a
Jewish person. We always joked
that our apartment was like the
beginning of a bad joke.
"I never experienced these
things before, so now I have this

insatiable curiosity about the
world."
Cox at the University was like
a starving man at a smorgasbord.
He threw himself into the feast
with abandon, double-majoring
in philosophy and political science, and double-minoring in
legal studies and Spanish, all in
Arts & Sciences. He maintained
a 3.95 grade-point average and
worked several part-time jobs
to make ends meet.
He was equally adventurous
and hard-working outside the
classroom. Last summer, he went
sky diving just before traveling to
Spain, Egypt and Greece.
He timed his Spain trip so
he could run with the bulls in
Pamplona. He ran close enough
to touch the charging beasts.
"It was pretty crazy," Cox says.
"I don't think I've ever felt fear
like that. Not just my own ... it
was palpable in the crowd."
As a senior, Cox faced a different kind of challenge. He was
chosen as the University's first
fellow for the Center for the Study of the Presidency (CSP), a
Washington, D.C.-based think
tank. The nonresidential fellowship program seeks to develop a
new generation of national leaders committed to public service.
Sixty-five undergraduate and
graduate students from leading
colleges and universities spend a
year studying the U.S. presidency,
the public policy-making process,
and the chief executive's relations
with Congress, allies, the media
and the American public.
In addition, each fellow writes
a paper with the guidance of a
CSP mentor. Cox is interested in
international relations and the
nature of terrorism, so he wrote
about "public diplomacy," the

Justin Cox pauses for a moment after running with the bulls last summer in Pamplona, Spain. He says
he ran so close to the animals that he could touch them. "It was pretty crazy," Cox says. "I don't think
I've ever felt fear like that."

mutual understanding that comes
from cultural exchanges and the
willingness to be open-minded
and learn about other cultures.
Where does Cox's wanderlust
and intellectual hunger come
from?
He doesn't pretend to know
the whole answer, but one part of
it lies in a motto of his mother's,
"live your dreams." She gave him

a gold pocket watch with that
inscription at his high-school
graduation.
"I really bought into that idea
from a very young age," Cox says.
"It became a mantra for me, and
the credit goes to my family.
Neither my mom nor my father
ever considered I couldn't do
anything I wanted."
What Cox wants now is to

continue traveling the world and
pondering big, thorny questions.
After Commencement, Cox will
teach English in Chile for a year.
He plans to then attend law
school at Yale University. He'll
be able to fund his degree with
a highly prestigious Beinecke
Scholarship, which awards
$30,000 to just 20 people nationwide for graduate studies.
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Kulkarni's patented technology makes our world safer
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Graduating with a doctorate
in mechanical engineering
and being swept up by the
Brookhaven National Laboratory
in Long Island, N.Y., before Commencement are enough accolades
for one person.
But in his time at the University, India native Pramod Kulkarni, Ph.D., also helped develop a
patented technology making
our world safer; authored or
co-authored 10 refereed publications; and presented research
at 13 national and international
conferences. And one of his
favorite activities at the University was mentoring undergraduates.
Kulkarni came to WUSTL
with his adviser, Pratim
School of
Biswas, Ph.D.,
Engineering
the Stifel and
& Applied Science
Quinette Jens
Professor of
Environmental Engineering and
director of the Environmental
Engineering Science Program,
from the University of Cincinnati
in 2000.
Kulkarni's research focus is
nanoparticles, which have a
diameter on the order of a billionth of a meter. Aerosols —
nanoparticles suspended in air
or gases — are of great concern
because of their deleterious human health effects and impacts
on air quality and global climate.
There are also "good" aerosols
that enable environmentally benign technologies. The emergence of nanotechnology presents
researchers like Kulkarni opportunities to develop "greener"
technologies for air and water
cleanup.
Biswas and Kulkarni developed
and patented a technology to

India native Pramod Kulkarni, Ph.D., works in his laboratory at the Brookhaven National Laboratory in
Long Island, N.Y. His University adviser was Pratim Biswas, Ph.D., the Stifel and Quinette Jens Professor of Environmental Engineering. Biswas says Kulkarni "was a true team player, reaching out to collaborate with other faculty, and was an excellent mentor to junior students."
charge and capture nanometersized particles using soft-X-ray
radiation in pollutant-capturing
devices. The capture efficiency of
nanoparticles smaller than 20
nanometers in diameter by conventional methods is about 30 percent to 40 percent of the particles.
"With our new method, we
can capture with efficiency often
greater than 99 percent of these
particles," Kulkarni said. "Technologies like these have increasing
importance in control and inactivation of airborne viruses and
bioaerosols and related security
technologies." (Think anthrax and
smallpox, unfortunately.)

The technology has drawn
considerable interest from industry and government in our nation's war on bioterrorism.
With Biswas, Kulkarni also
developed a technique to improve
efficiency of conventional water
filters using electrical fields. Conventional filters have been shown
to be ineffective in capturing biological particles such as Cryptosporidium parvum, a major public
health concern, especially after
the major 1992 Milwaukee outbreak of cryptosporidiosis.
"We developed a method to
improve the filtration efficiency
of Cryptosporidium parvum in

water filters by applying external
electric fields," Kulkarni said. "The
method improves the capture efficiency from 10 to 20 percent up
to 95 percent."
Kulkarni's father, Srini, is a
recently retired civil engineer; his
mother, Hema, was a stay-athome mom. They live in India.
Two younger sisters, Rohini
and Ashwini, are engineers by
training. His wife, Debjani, is a
chemical engineer who just earned a master of business administration degree in finance from the
University of Maryland.
Kulkarni earned a bachelor's
degree in civil engineering from

Walchand Institute of Technology
and a master's in environmental
engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in
Bombay.
"I developed a great interest in
aerosols and particles when I was
studying at IIT," Kulkarni said.
"That is when I decided to pursue
doctoral studies in aerosols. I
started working with Dr. Biswas
in the spring of 1999.
"Then the aerosol mafia —
that's what we call our research
group — moved to Washington
University."
Kulkarni spent nearly three
memorable years at the University.
"I love the Washington University campus; it's just the right size,
with all the ingredients to create
an academic environment," he
said. "I definitely miss the campus
and the Midwestern friendliness. I
also miss the weekly wallyball sessions with the aerosol mafia — an
activity that I always looked forward to.
"Working with Dr. Biswas has
been a wonderful experience. He
has an effusive sense of energy
and optimism that is quite contagious. He is a great mentor, and I
owe him a lot for my development as an engineering scientist."
Biswas said: "Pramod was a
very diligent student, a pleasure
to work with. He had a very good
sense of identifying scientific gaps
in a specific area of research, and
then developing a systematic plan
to study it.
"He was a true team player,
reaching out to collaborate with
other faculty, and was an excellent
mentor to junior students. He has
a very bright future and will continue making contributions to
the field of nanoparticle technology and aerosol science and engineering."

Partyka's leap of faith into architecture
BY TERRI MCCLAIN

Amanda Partyka first came
to the University to test a
theory.
"I liked art. I liked math. I
thought architecture might be a
good place to bring them together," she says.
It was the summer before her
senior year of high school, when
those who are serious about
attending college start visiting
some of them. Partyka was excited about WUSTL because it had
something special — an intense,
two-week summer camp called
the Architecture Discovery
Program.
"I sort of took a leap of faith
when I went
to that camp,"
School of
she says.
Architecture
"Architecture
is the type of
thing that's in your blood. If it's
not for you, you'll know right
away."
The verdict?
"It's definitely in my blood."
Afterward, Partyka was so in
love with WUSTL that she hardly
cared about other college visits
that summer. Her parents teased
her that she'd been brainwashed.
As an undergraduate, Partyka
participated in the four-week
Architecture Summer Abroad
program.
"It's probably one of the best
experiences of my life," she says.
"One of my most prized possessions is the sketchbook that I
brought home from Europe."
She also came home with new
insight into how we perceive and
use the one thing that architecture is really all about: space.
"As Americans, we definitely

have a different conception from
other cultures of how we consume space," she says. "I remember once, when we were on a
train in Berlin, we were each taking up a whole seat, but everyone
else sat together, very much more
condensed in their use of space.
It was one little experience, not
completely architectural, but it
had a big impact."
After graduating magna cum
laude in 2001 with a bachelor of
science degree, she worked for a
year at a St. Louis architectural
firm. Then it was back to the
University for full-time graduate
studies while continuing her job
part-time.
As co-vice president of academics for the Graduate Architecture Council, she acted as a
liaison between students and faculty for academic concerns and
attended curriculum committee
meetings with the faculty.
She also served on the admissions committee for the graduate
program, helping to review applicants' portfolios.
"Amanda provides a valuable
insight for curriculum committee members," says Stephen
Leet, associate professor of architecture. "She is also a very precise, inventive, clear-thinking
and thorough designer. That's
what impressed me most about
her work.
"Those are the qualities that
we hope our best students have,
because those are the qualities
that are needed to succeed in this
profession."
Partyka isn't sure yet what
direction her career will take,
but she likes the idea of adding
an architectural aesthetic to
daily life.

off

Amanda Partyka works in a Givens Hall studio with her thesis adviser, Paul Donnelly, the Rebecca and
John Voyles Professor of Architecture and director of that school's graduate program. "What I've
come to enjoy within my studios is more community-based architecture," Partyka says.
"What I've come to enjoy
within my studios is more community-based architecture,"
she says.
Her thesis project was a
hybrid program consisting of a
children's center and community
museum, combined with mundane but useful spaces like a
bank, post office, restaurant and
small market. The project site
is between the Lafayette Square
and Soulard neighborhoods in
St. Louis.
"It's a little pocket that's struggling for its own identity between
places that have been redeveloped," Partyka says. "So I wanted

to bring something to this neighborhood that will sort of reactivate it and hopefully draw in
people from outside as well."
She notes that even in areas in
need of renewal, the existing fabric of a community and its history should not be overlooked.
Revitalization efforts should be
organic rather than simply imposed upon a neighborhood,
she says, building upon those
aspects of the community that
continue to hold it together even
in decay.
And despite a host of theories
about how communities function, such as New Urbanism, she

says what's natural within a city
neighborhood may not work for
a suburban development.
"I'd like to see developers and
architects and urban planners all
working together to solve these
problems," Partyka says. "The
architects may have a vision that
isn't market-driven, while the
developer has only that sensibility. Working together, maybe we
can start getting at what people
are striving for, what they really
want in their lives in terms of
space and aesthetic.
"Finding the answer is going
to take a lot more discovery on
my part as I continue to grow."
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Mulligan sets out to experience the world firsthand
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

Jk little honey goes a long way.
M^
For some, that's just a
^■saying to reflect that being
nice and polite is more fortuitous
than not. But for Colin Mulligan,
the saying takes on a literal
meaning.
As one who "prefers to learn
about foreign cultures and people, and their relationships,"
Mulligan headed to Africa upon
fulfilling his master's degree
requirements in international
affairs from University College
in Arts & Sciences.
"Most immediately, a love of
travel and the low cost of living
brought me here," Mulligan said
via e-mail, "but also the fact that
I knew
University College
almost
in Arts & Sciences
nothing
about this
part of the world and wanted to
experience it firsthand."
Along the way, he bought a
small motorbike in Maputo,
Mozambique, and used it as his
main means of transportation.
It also served as an unorthodox teaching tool.
"I made it to within 10 kilometers of the Malawi border
before realizing that I had to
camp for the night," he said. "I
found a small house and asked
the father of an extended family
if I could camp. He spoke almost
no English, but my Portuguese
was good enough for us to converse well enough when he spoke
slowly.
"The father, Amerigo, was very
hospitable. He kept helping with
my tent, and that probably extended the time it took to put it

Colin Mulligan earned a master's degree in international affairs from University College in Arts &
Sciences. "There are very few area requirements in the program, and as a result there is a wonderful
environment of academic freedom and independence," he says.
up by half. We sat on the small
porch of his house, they turned
on a small radio, and I fell asleep
listening to sounds of nearby
radio stations.
"I woke up the next morning
all ready to go, but I had a flat
tire. I had some vulcanized rubber sealer, but the can had punctured and it was worthless.
Amerigo and his friends sent
someone to the store and came
back with honey, and the job was

finished about a half-hour later. I
made it all the way to Blantyre,
more than 200 kilometers over
bumpy gravel roads, on that
mended tire."
After Mulligan offered Amerigo his St. Louis Rams hat, which
the host proudly wore, the two
became good friends.
But that's just part of Mulligan's journey.
A native of St. Louis, he earned a bachelor's degree in foreign

affairs at the University of Virginia. He played fullback on the
Cavaliers' football team and
counts NFL stalwarts Patrick
Kerney, Terrence Wilkins and
John St. Clair among his college
teammates.
"When Tiki Barber and some
of the older guys started coming
back to campus on their weekends off, they would talk about
life in the NFL, but they never
made it sound that glamorous,"

Mulligan said. "To them it was
really just a job, and a very difficult one at that.
"But when guys my own age
started going pro, it was like,
'Man, these are the same guys who
used to eat the same questionable
cafeteria food as me, and stuff
their bags with free Gatorades at
the hotel just like I did. Now
they're millionaires, and I have to
look for a job.'"
After leaving Virginia, Mulligan started teaching at his father's
high school alma mater, Saint
Louis Priory — the younger
Mulligan graduated from The
John Burroughs School. Entering
his third year of teaching, he also
assumed the role of assistant
director of admissions.
A precondition of the job was
that he needed to pursue an
advanced degree as soon as possible. It didn't have to be in education, and it could be in any master's program that he wanted.
"I turned to WashU because of
its academic reputation and proximity to my home, and looked for
a program with 'international' in
its title," he said.
"The program completely
changed me as a person. I was
lucky enough to be enrolled in a
program with courses that addressed issues like U.S. foreign policy,
relations between the global rich
and global poor, the morality of
war, etc. Suddenly I couldn't get
enough of learning.
"There are very few area requirements in the program, and as
a result there is a wonderful environment of academic freedom
and independence. I was consistently able to choose courses and
research topics that interested me."

Thomas is 'deeply committed to social justice'
BY JESSICA MARTIN

Growing up in Chicago, Krista
Thomas knew she wanted to
spend her life in a service
profession, but she didn't know
which one.
"I had done some volunteering in high school, but I still had
no idea what I was going to do
for the rest of my life," says Thomas, who will receive a master's
degree from the George Warren
Brown School of Social Work
today. "I figured I'd go to law
school after college, but I really
wasn't focused at that point."
While earning undergraduate
degrees in Spanish and integrated
international studies at Knox
College,
George Warren Brown Thomas
School of Social Work studied in
Buenos
Ares, Argentina, and Barcelona,
Spain.
"It was (then) that I started
developing an interest in social
justice because I felt very privileged and lucky to be getting this
experience that just was not
available to other people," Thomas says.
"I didn't know exactly what
that meant for my future, but it
definitely made me want to continue focusing my studies on
Latin America."
Instead of going directly to
graduate school, Thomas spent a
year volunteering at Nuestros
Pequehos Hermanos, an orphanage in Nicaragua. She served as
an English teacher for firstthrough sixth-graders and a
housemother for 20 teenage girls.
"Besides increasing my level of
fluency in Spanish, my work as a
teacher and housemother made
me finally realize that I wanted to
go into social work," Thomas
says. "It was such a big relief to
finally figure that out.

"Nothing else I was considering made much sense after I
returned from Nicaragua."
Thomas decided to go to
GWB because of its strong program in social and economic
development.
"I've focused my class work
on immigration and immigrantrelated issues," Thomas says.
"GWB has been rewarding.
Besides dynamic faculty like
Diane Elze, Tonya Edmond and
Gautam Yadama, I've been able
to work with impressive colleagues who have significantly
contributed to my social work
education."
Her impressive work has not
gone unnoticed by the GWB
faculty.
"Krista is an outstanding
example of the kind of great
graduate students we have at
GWB and Washington University," says Edmond, Ph.D., assistant professor of social work.
"She's unquestionably one of
the brightest students I've had the
pleasure of teaching, and it's
obvious that she is deeply committed to social justice.
"Krista possesses all the qualities that we look for and develop
in social work students. I have
absolute confidence that she will
make a difference in any community in which she resides."
Outside the classroom, Thomas served as co-chair of the
GWB's Student Coordinating
Council (SCC).
"Being an SCC co-chair allowed me to work with a committed
group of students dedicated to
working together and creating
positive change within GWB,"
Thomas says.
She also served as a member
of a committee that organized an
April 3 event honoring Shanti K.
Khinduka, Ph.D., dean and the
George Warren Brown Distin-

Krista Thomas (left) of the George Warren Brown School of Social Work talks with close friend Heliana Ramirez, her co-chair of the Student Coordinating Council at GWB. Tonya Edmond, Ph.D., assistant professor of social work, says Thomas "is an outstanding example of the kind of great graduate
students we have at GWB and Washington University."
guished University Professor.
As part of her practicum studies, Thomas worked at Accion
Social Comunitaria, a community-based social-service agency
and medical clinic, where she
developed and implemented a
mentoring program for Latino
youths in St. Louis.
She also worked at Catholic
Family Services Hispanic Center,
concentrating heavily on the Missouri In-State Tuition Campaign,
which is working to pass legislation granting in-state tuition
benefits to undocumented immigrant children.
"Advocates have been working
on the bill for the last couple of

years, and we've accomplished
much more than we expected at
this point," Thomas says. "The
bill already has two sponsors in
the Missouri Senate and one in
the House of Representatives.
Hopefully, it will be up for a vote
next year."
Fortunately, Thomas will be
able to keep an eye on her work
because after Commencement,
she will be working for the Department of Health and Human
Services in the Administration for
Children and Families in Chicago
as a Presidential Management
Fellow.
"Being granted this fellowship
is a terrific honor, and I hope to

be able to rise to the challenge
these next few years," she says. "I
will be working with a population that I've never worked with
before, and am thankful for the
many resources available at GWB
that I will definitely be utilizing
in the near future."
Thomas also hopes to be able
to get back to her favorite diversion — basketball — once she
begins work in Chicago.
"I'd love to join a basketball
league again," she says. "I played
through college and I coached a
high school in Chicago and in
Nicaragua. Playing basketball
regularly makes me much less
crabby."
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Hales adds strong intellect to her kindness, compassion
BY DEB ARONSON

At the age of 12, Stephanie
Hales learned the power of
words.
"For my friend's birthday, I
wrote her a poem, just for fun,"
Hales says. "We were only in sixth
grade. It was silly rhyming couplets about friendship. And I gave
it to her right before the firstperiod bell.
"After the bell rang, I saw her
running toward me holding the
poem and crying. She gave me a
huge hug and
said it was the
College of
most beautiful
Arts & Sciences
thing she'd
ever read and
thanked me. I had no idea where
that burst of emotion came
from."
A few months later, the friend
told Hales that she had been really suicidal and had made up her
mind that she was going to kill
herself. But when she got Hales'
poem, she realized there were
people in the world who cared
about her and she didn't want to
die anymore.
"Once you have an experience
like that, you start to see just how
prevalent mental illness and suicide really are in our society,"
Hales says. "You begin to realize
that mental illness is everywhere
and wonder why no one is doing
anything about it.
"Then you realize some people are doing things about it, but
it never seems to be enough."
Hales, who will graduate summa cum laude today with an
English major and Spanish minor, both in Arts & Sciences,
combines a strong intellect and
love of words with a deep, wide

(From left) Stephanie Hales talks with friends from Uncle Joe's Peer Counseling and Resource Center:
students Laurie Faiveley, Justin Lerner and Anjali Fulambarker, and psychology resident in Student
Health and Counseling Services Craig Woodsman, Psy.D. "What is remarkable about Stephanie is how
closely her very considerable intellect is sutured to her very, very good character," says Joseph
Loewenstein, Ph.D., professor of English and Hales' adviser.

vein of kindness and compassion.
She realized that words and
writing were important in a very
literal way, and that many people
suffering from deep despair can
sometimes be saved by a little
kindness. Hales practices that
kindness like other people
breathe.
"What is remarkable about
Stephanie is how closely her very
considerable intellect is sutured
to her very, very good character,"
says Joseph Loewenstein, Ph.D.,
professor of English and Hales'
adviser. "Stephanie is always smil-

ing; she's cheerful and buoyant,
yet deep and sturdy. Her work
goes deep; her writing is graceful
and nuanced."
Hales grew up outside of
Indianapolis and knew she wanted to stay in the Midwest for
college, but she had never heard
of Washington University. In
high school, she started getting
"tons of material" from WUSTL
and liked everything she read
about it.
When she visited campus,
she turned to her mom and said,
"This is the place for me."

"People here were friendly,
and they were genuinely interested in me," Hales remembers.
"They didn't just stand around
and tell me about how great
Washington University was; they
asked me about myself and tried
to find things about Washington University that would appeal
to me."
And now she has no regrets.
"It has probably been the best
four years of my life," Hales says
of her undergraduate career. "I
loved being an English major. I
love writing."

Hales won the end-of-the-year
English department writing competition (submissions are blind)
three years in a row. She also was
a finalist for Truman and Rhodes
scholarships.
At the end of her junior year,
Hales was one of five students to
receive an Undergraduate Honors
Fellowship to support her senior
thesis research. As a senior, she
was one of nine recipients of the
Ethan A.H. Shepley Award, which
recognizes student leadership,
scholarship and service to the
campus community.
But while Hales loves and is
good at writing, she also likes to
help others, as the Shepley award
acknowledges. Much of her spare
time as an undergraduate was
spent trying to help people who
were struggling with everything
from freshman adjustment issues
to grief and loss, eating disorders
and depression.
Hales was a member of Uncle Joe's Peer Counseling and
Resource Center for four years,
starting out as a trainer and eventually becoming co-director.
For more than two years,
Hales volunteered at the Life
Crisis suicide hotline based in
Clayton, which takes calls from
all over the St. Louis area and
nationally.
Her work with these groups
has made her realize how many
social-service groups are hampered by lack of resources and
bad policies. Consequently, Hales
has decided to attend the University of Pennsylvania School of
Law in the fall.
"I want to effect change," she
says. "I want to be part of that
effort to fix things. I think a law
degree will help me do that."

Punk-rocker Clark balances beliefs with humor
BY DEB ARONSON

Jayson Clark never had any
intention of going to law
school.
As a biology major at Saint
Louis University, he was on track
to be a doctor. Then he discovered political science, and added
that as a second major.
"My whole life, I've had a hard
time making myself specialize,"
says Clark, who grew up in the
town of Eldorado, 111., population
4,600, near Carbondale. "I've
always been like a jack-of-alltrades.
"I'm not a stellar student, but
I am pretty
School of Law

good at a lot of

things rather
than being an expert in one
thing."
His first job after college, as
the mobile office director for
Republican Congresswoman Jo
Ann Emerson's district office in
rural Missouri, got him thinking
about law school.
"It was a huge, very rural congressional district," Clark says. "I
went to every county in the district every month. It was probably the best preparation for being
a lawyer I can think of, because
each person you talked to was
basically like a client interview.
"You have to learn to listen, to
figure out what their issue really
is. You have got to connect with
them like you are a counselor or
an attorney. And then you have to
go back and figure out how to
help them out. I loved it."
But when Clark wasn't driving
on the back roads between Cape
Girardeau and Rolla, he was play-

ing guitar for FASTPLANT, a
punk-rock band out of Eldorado.
The band, which started out as a
cover band and then performed
its own music, toured throughout
southern Illinois.
"I first met Jayson at a happy
hour during his first year," says
Mark W. Smith, J.D., associate
dean for student services. "We
talked about music, and I learned
he was in a punk-rock band. Jayson's band did a show at the HiPointe, which I went to and really
enjoyed. They played punk rock
with a sense of humor.
"He also gave me a copy of a
CD his band made, which I loved. The music is funny and irreverent. It reminds me of the Ramones and other bands I would
listen to and see when I was in
college and law school."
Clark describes his music as
"fast and very tight, with some
catchy choruses and tongue-incheek humor. Our songs were
mostly about girls, drinking, girls,
our friends, drinking, girls, teen
angst and a promoter we hate —
roughly in that order."
"The music is loud," says
Whitney McGuire, a friend and
former classmate of Clark's. "It's a
throwback to the Sex Pistols....
"Every time I hear it I laugh;
this is Jayson Clark?! It's completely incongruous with his alter ego."
Because, if you were to meet
Clark without a guitar in his
hands, he does not come across
as a rebel.
"Jayson is a very conservative
person," McGuire says. "He often
takes the unpopular view and
stance, but he never backs down
just because the crowd is doing

something different.
"He takes a strong stand in
what he believes; he doesn't
waver. And that makes people
appreciate him, whether they
agree with him or not."
But, like his music, Clark's
strong beliefs are leavened with a
healthy portion of humor and
enthusiasm.
"He's a fun person to be
around; he's not uptight," McGuire says. "Jayson is always
enjoying whatever he does, and
makes you enjoy it too."
Clark, who won the Wiley
Rutledge Moot Court competition with McGuire, has a position
lined up at the St. Louis firm of
Husch & Eppenberger.
"It's a good fit," Clark says.
"Although working at a big firm
like Husch means I won't see as
much of the courtroom as I
might like at first, I will be learning under some of the most talented attorneys around. That
counts for a lot.
"And more importantly, the
people at Husch are just plain
good folks. They're not stuffy,
hypercompetitive or rude to junior associates. There are lots of
young attorneys there and several
attorneys I already consider
friends."
Clark's punk-rock days appear
to be over. The group disbanded
a few months ago, and he has
traded his chained wallet, studded belt and combat boots for
suits, buttoned-down collars
and ties.
But he will continue to stand
up for what he believes, even
when it might be unpopular.
Rock on.

Mark W. Smith, J.D. (right), associate dean for student services, saw
School of Law student Jayson Clark perform with his band at the HiPointe, a St. Louis bar. "They played punk rock with a sense of
humor," Smith says. "... The music is funny and irreverent. It
reminds me of the Ramones and other bands I would listen to and
see when I was in college and law school."
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Logan's work underscores the value of mentors
BY GERRY EVERDING

When Jessica M. Logan
accepts a doctorate in psychology in Arts & Sciences
today, she'll step from the stage
with a list of scholarly accomplishments impressive enough
to be the envy of many junior
faculty.
In 2002, she lead-authored a
study that used sophisticated
brain imaging to pinpoint cognitive mechaGraduate
nisms behind
School of
age-related
Arts & Sciences
memory difficulties in older
adults. Published in the prestigious journal Neuron, it provided
the first clear evidence that agingrelated memory difficulties may
be reversible through therapy.
Her studies have been cited
more than 40 times by other
researchers.
While her scholarship is impressive, Logan's greatest legacy
may be the spotlight she helped
focus on University faculty who
go the extra mile to help students
like her. As president of the Graduate Student Senate, Logan campaigned to create a student-run
"Outstanding Faculty Mentor
Awards" program.
Now in its fifth year, the program is a national model.
"I'm where I'm at today because I've been lucky enough to
have truly amazing mentors
throughout my life," said Logan, a
native of Austin, Texas. "My parents encouraged me to follow my
interests, to reach for my dreams.
I've always found faculty willing
to take a chance on me, to trust
me with important work, to let
me run with ideas."

Jessica M. Logan, in addition to the challenges of earning a doctorate in psychology in Arts & Sciences and serving in numerous
roles around the University, volunteers with a group that finds
homes for bunnies. She recently accepted a fellowship to continue
her research here.
Logan has the drive and enthusiasm to make her ideas a
reality. While juggling studies,
she led student government,

launched new programs and
landed a prestigious National
Science Foundation Graduate
Research Fellowship. She repre-

sented students on the University's Board of Trustees and on
the National Science Foundation/
National Institutes of Health Fellowship Stipend Steering Committee.
When the University hosted
a presidential debate in 2000,
Logan gave the candidates a campus tour.
Not surprisingly, Logan credits her student government successes to support from mentors
in the Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences, especially Dean Robert
E. Thach, Ph.D., and Associate
Dean Elaine P. Berland, Ph.D.
"Jes' models the Washington
University tradition of student
leadership and shared governance," Berland said. "She has
enhanced the graduate student
experience on this campus and
elsewhere."
Logan's schedule is chaotic,
but she still finds hours each
week to volunteer with a group
that finds homes for bunnies.
Even when it comes to "mentoring" lost bunnies, she takes the
job seriously — an approach she
learned from master mentor
David Balota, Ph.D., professor of
psychology and her primary academic adviser at the University.
"In mentoring, it's just as
important that you adjust your
approach to the student, as much
as having the student adjust to
you," Balota said. "With Jes', that
was especially important because
she's always moving in new
directions.
"With some students, you
try to restrict their interests, get
them focused on one issue. Jes'
was able to take on several areas
and excel at each. There was no
way, and really no reason, to con-

strict her interests."
Logan traces her psychology
interests to a linguistics elective
she took as a business major at
the University of Texas. She soon
found herself "on the edge of
my seat" in lectures about brain
damage, strokes and the neuroscience of cognition.
"I knew right then that this
is what I wanted to do with my
life," she recalled.
Her parents supported the
shift, and she graduated in 1998
with a bachelor's degree in psychology and linguistics. They encouraged her to apply for an elite
summer program in brain imaging at the University of Pittsburgh/Carnegie Mellon Center
for the Neural Basis of Cognition,
even though Logan was sure she
was not qualified.
"They took what I consider to
be a 'leap of faith' and let me into
the program of my dreams,"
Logan said.
Randy Buckner, Ph.D., associate
professor of psychology and coauthor of Logan's Neuron study,
said that faith has not been misplaced. He considers it remarkable
that Logan pursued such elegant
research in both neuroimaging
and cognitive rehabilitation.
Her dissertation explored
whether older adults can be
taught to improve their memories with a technique known as
"expanded retrieval."
She recently accepted a fellowship to continue her research at
Washington University. Eventually, she'd like to direct a researchbased therapeutic clinic or hospital for older adults.
"At some point, I want to get
out of the lab and practice cognition in the wild," she quipped.

Stephenson juggles academics, commitment to service
BY KIMBERLY LEYDIG

It's a Friday afternoon on a
crowded patient floor at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital. The
relentless beeping of IV monitors
and the palpable stress of concerned families pacing the hallways fuel the constant chaos.
Fourth-year medical student
Jason Stephenson is reviewing a
diabetes patient's chart with Heba
Iskandar, a first-year medical student who's taking an elective class
called "Interpersonal Dynamics
in Medicine," which Stephenson
designed to help improve patients' experiences during their
hospital stays.
From the smooth way he
coaches Iskandar through the
patient interview to the contagious smile that
School
accompanies
of Medicine
his gracious
bedside manner, Stephenson effortlessly puts
both student and patient at ease.
As a third-year student, it
became obvious to Stephenson
that patients are sometimes frustrated with their experiences at
hospitals. He designed the class
to chronicle patient experiences,
from the ambulance ride to treatment in the emergency department to surgery recovery, with
the aim of making the entire
experience more positive.
"Jason is a born leader," says
Leslie Kahl, M.D., associate dean
for student affairs. "He manages
to combine superb listening skills
with a critical yet thoughtful and
mature approach to any problem
at hand.
"These traits, in addition to
his genuine warmth and compassion, make him a standout on
our campus."
The rigorous demands of

medical school have never stopped Stephenson from seeking out
additional leadership opportunities. He's been involved with an
array of teaching and community-service programs and has
served as president of the Class
of 2004 for the past three years.
"The fact that I love to teach
stems directly from the fact that I
love to learn," he says. "My teaching efforts are directed toward
instilling the same love of learning in everyone I teach."
During his undergraduate
studies at Stanford University,
Stephenson directed a summer
program that exposed low-income
students to health-care careers.
His dedication to community
service and his longtime love for
teaching soon overshadowed his
premedical coursework, and
plans of attending medical school
were eclipsed by a desire to teach
and make a difference in the
community.
After graduating from Stanford, he taught ninth- and 10thgraders biology and chemistry
at his high-school alma mater,
MICDS, in West St. Louis County.
"At first I felt a little guilty
about taking that job because I
was so focused on teaching underserved students, but I was
excited about the freedom and
creativity that would accompany
designing my own curriculum
and developing my own teaching
style," he says.
After three years of teaching
science classes and coaching
junior-varsity basketball at
MICDS, Stephenson shifted his
attention back to medical school.
"Jason's understanding of
group dynamics, perhaps stemming from his tenure as a highschool science teacher, allows him
to serve as a voice of moderation

plex problems."
Stephenson
will begin a oneyear internship
at St. John's Mercy
Medical Center
in suburban
St. Louis this fall.
He will then
return to BarnesJewish Hospital in
summer 2005 for
a radiology residency.
But he is not
apprehensive
about entering a
field with less
direct involvement
with patient care.
"Community
service has always
been my top priority," he says. "I
never want to pull
too far away from
the service aspect
of medicine."
This month,
he'll have the
privilege of tending to three very
special patients
Medical students Jason Stephenson and Heba Iskandar review a diabetes patient's
when
his college
chart at Barnes-Jewish Hospital. "Jason is a born leader," says Leslie Kahl, M.D.,
sweetheart and
associate dean for student affairs. "He manages to combine superb listening skills
wife, Laura, gives
with a critical yet thoughtful and mature approach to any problem at hand."
birth to twins, a
among a group of high achievers
ward a career in academic medigirl and boy.
and as a standard by which his
cine. But an affinity for anatomy,
"Jason is somehow able to
classmates can gauge their own
coupled with a talent for underbalance top-notch academic
professional behavior," says Will
standing visual aspects and spatial
work with family life and a
Ross, M.D., associate dean and
relationships, sparked an interest
strong commitment to service,"
director of the Office of Diversity.
in radiology as a specialty.
Kahl says.
"Jason's success is due not
"Radiology is very intellectual"We are most fortunate
only to his keen intellect and
ly challenging," Stephenson says.
that he has chosen to remain in
mature insights, but also to his
"I enjoy analyzing images and trySt. Louis for residency training,
natural leadership skills and abiliing to figure out what's wrong
as we will be the first to hear of
ty to relate so well to his colwith the picture — it's like a puzhis many, many future successes.
leagues."
zle that requires you to access this
"We will also continue to enStephenson's love for teaching
enormous volume of medical
joy his understated presence —
will undoubtedly guide him toknowledge in order to solve comand that megawatt smile."
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Clark-Ryan conquers challenges by leaps and bounds
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

Growing up in Bradenton,
Fla., Lindsey Clark-Ryan
had a front-row seat for a
humorous look at a portion of
American culture.
Bradenton is where Hernando
de Soto is said to have first set
foot on American soil, becoming
the first European to explore
Florida and the southeastern
United States. Consequently, just
about every place you look in
Bradenton, you see something
named for de Soto.
"They have a lot of things
named for him and an annual
celebration, so there is some controversy, especially with
School of Art
regards to
College of Arts
the Native
& Sciences
American population," said
Clark-Ryan, who will graduate
today with a double major in
printmaking/drawing in the
School of Art and in English in
Arts & Sciences.
So as one of her final art projects as an undergraduate, ClarkRyan made a book about the
place she grew up.
"I am parodying old Colonial
etchings and books about the
New World," she said as she
worked toward completion, "but
I'm also just trying to show what
a weird place Florida is."
And she recently received an
award from the Nancy Spirtas
Kranzberg Studio for the Illustrated Book, given annually to a student for excellence in book design.
But that was just one of many
awards and accolades collected by
Clark-Ryan, who also anchored
the jump events for the women's
track and field team.

At the University's historic Francis Field, Lindsey Clark-Ryan demonstrates the form that made her an
All-University Athletic Association jumper and a five-time NCAA provisional qualifier. An award-winning
School of Art student, she also majored in English in Arts & Sciences.
Funny thing is, when she first
came to the University, neither
printmaking nor track factored
much in her decision.
"At all the other schools I visited, I proposed the things I
wanted to do, and they only
explained how it might not work
out," she said. "Here, everyone
wanted to help me figure out a
way to do this — which, turns
out, wasn't that hard at all. They
were more supportive rather than
figuring out how I was going to
mess up their system.

"I didn't think it was a problem, going for a double major in
two different schools. And I didn't even tell them the astronaut
part, which was probably good."
Ah, the astronaut part. Ever
since she was in third grade,
Clark-Ryan aspired to be an
astronaut — in addition to studying both art and English.
"Until the end of my senior
year (of high school), I seriously,
completely, not even kidding,
wanted to be an astronaut," she
said. "I was going to do all three

because I'm insane.
"But I was miserable, so I decided to pare down. I was looking at places that would let me
be insane, let me do lots of
things. That's the main thing
that brought me here."
And to the School of Art in
particular, where she quickly realized that being an illustrator didn't particularly appeal to her.
"My art teacher in high school
was under the impression that
people should study art to become commercial artists — so I

came in with illustration in my
head, then realized that wasn't for
me," she said. "I hadn't done a lot
of printmaking before I came
here; it's not as common in high
school. I mean, we all have the
linoleum cuts that destroyed our
hands — I was always cutting
myself, and they'd take the tools
away from me.
"There is a different printmaking philosophy here than at most
schools: They encourage experimentation with a lot of mixed media. ... There's a lot of freedom."
That was when she wasn't
participating in track meets. She
was the 2003 University Athletic
Association triple jump champion, was second-team all-UAA in
the outdoor triple jump and long
jump in 2003, and was the 2002
outdoor UAA triple jump champion and 2002 UAA indoor and
outdoor long jump runner-up.
Oh, and she was a five-time
NCAA provisional qualifier.
But that seems to go with the
territory. The women's track and
field team has not been defeated
in the past 10 conference meets
(five indoor and five outdoor), a
feat that has never before been
accomplished in the UAA.
This year, Clark-Ryan took
first in the outdoor triple jump
and second in the indoor triple
jump, continuing a trend that has
seen the women not just win, but
sweep, the triple jump six times
and the long jump three times. A
WUSTL woman has won the long
jump or triple jump in all eight
conference meets over the past
four years.
"With track and other sports,
you kind of become more efficient in what you do," Clark-Ryan
said. "It helps you focus on things,
it helps keep you balanced."

Broad base of knowledge is Bloom's guiding light
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

To say Seth Bloom has varied
interests would be a bit of an
understatement.
On any given afternoon, you
might find him researching influenza viruses in a laboratory at the
School of Medicine.
Or he might be making reports
about alleged racial profiling by St.
Louis police officers, or he might
be meeting with clergy and politicians about a civilian oversight
board for the Police Department.
One thing is for sure: Whatever
Bloom is doing receives his attention and passion.
Bloom, a
College of
member of Phi
Arts & Sciences Beta Kappa, will
graduate summa
cum laude today with an undergraduate honors degree in biology,
along with a minor in African and
Afro-American Studies, both in
Arts & Sciences.
He spent much of the past year
working at the medical school in
the lab of Andrew Pekosz, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of molecular
biology, researching influenza
viruses. Bloom began his association with Pekosz after being awarded a Howard Hughes Medical
Institute undergraduate research
scholarship for summer 2003.
"I've been working with the
Ml matrix protein in influenza,"
Bloom said. "The Ml matrix protein helps virus assembly. I've been
making some mutations in the Ml
protein and trying to determine if
they have an effect on virus assembly and growth."
His professors have been impressed with his work.
"Seth has that rare combination

of a strong intellect, incredible
work ethic and pleasant personality
that makes it a joy to work with
him," Pekosz said. "Within days of
starting, he was contributing not
only experimental data, but intellectual input on experimental
design and future research directions for his projects."
This fall, Bloom will continue
his studies at WUSTL and pursue
an M.D./Ph.D. in microbiology
and infectious diseases at the
School of Medicine. He hopes to
apply his research in the area of
public health.
"Working in the lab has been
wonderful," Bloom said. "I was
fortunate enough to present my
research at the Howard Hughes
Symposium this past September
and was awarded a travel grant to
present at the American Center for
Virology conference in Montreal
in July."
As if all that would not keep
him busy enough, he's become
very involved, out of "my own
curiosity," in researching alleged
racial profiling by St. Louis City
Police. Bloom started talking with
local community activists to find
out what had been done to address
the issue in St. Louis.
He became involved in an
effort to create a civilian oversight
board for the St. Louis Police
Department.
"It would be an independent
civilian board with the power to
hear citizen complaints and investigate them," Bloom said. "The
board would then publicize their
findings and make recommendations on discipline to the chief of
police."
Currendy, the internal affairs
department serves as police

Seth Bloom will continue his studies at the University when he begins the M.D./Ph.D. program in the
School of Medicine this fall. "Seth is special in that he sees the development of academic skills and the
acquisition of knowledge in a variety of fields as necessary to the way that he wants to live in the
world," said Professor Leslie Brown, Ph.D.
watchdog.
While he waits for the city's
Board of Aldermen to consider
the oversight-board proposal,
Bloom has continued his racialprofiling research and plans to
write an academic paper on his
findings.
"Seth is special in that he sees
the development of academic
skills and the acquisition of
knowledge in a variety of fields
as necessary to the way that he
wants to live in the world," said
Leslie Brown, Ph.D., professor of
African and Afro-American Stu-
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dies and of history in Arts &
Sciences. "He has truly used the
University as a way to explore the
world beyond the one he knew
when he got here."
In his "spare" time, Bloom does
volunteer mentoring at Clark Elementary School. He also enjoys
jogging and hiking and considers
himself to be an "information
sponge," soaking up knowledge
whenever he can.
He hails from Corvallis, Mont.,
and has an older brother who is a
graduate student in chemistry at
California Institute of Technology.

Bloom's father is a virologist with
the National Institutes of Health,
and his mother is chair of the
local school board.
"My family is a huge inspiration for me," Bloom said.
He's very happy that he chose
to attend the University.
"The great thing about a place
like this is that you can find so
many things to do," Bloom said.
"I feel like I've developed in many
ways since I've been here. I've
become active in a lot of things,
and I've been able to have a very
diverse set of interests."

record.wustl.edu

Nazarian
To start executive training
at Gap in San Francisco
- from Page 1
throughout downtown St. Louis.
"I've done event planning in
the past, but helping to plan multiple events for over 1,200 people
for an entire week has been really
challenging," Nazarian said. "I've
learned a lot and I've had a great
time with it."
Another of his accomplishments as class president was the
co-programming of the senior
transitional series, a two-week
program aimed at helping graduating seniors transition into
"real" life.
"We had a session on personal
finance, a cooking lesson and (a
forum with a) real-estate attorney,
who discussed apartment-hunting, reading a lease and signing a
contract," Nazarian said. "We also
had an image consultant and
wine-tasting, which focused on
self-presentation within the professional setting.
"We had a great turnout for all
the events and some very positive
feedback."
Senior year was not the first
time Nazarian was involved with
student government. He was in
the cabinet freshman year, internal
vice president sophomore year
and class president as both a junior and senior.
"Raffi has held leadership positions all four years here and has a
strong commitment to serving his
peers, which is evidenced through
the many different events and
activities he has helped to plan,"
said Jill Carnaghi, Ph.D., director
of campus life and assistant vice
chancellor for students.
His education and experience
have paid off. After Commencement, he will move to San Francisco to start an executive training
program at the headquarters of
Gap Inc.
During a six-month rotation,
he will work in the planning, production and merchandising
departments. He will then be
placed in one of those areas,
depending on preference and performance.
"I have had the most unbelievable experience at Washington
University," he said. "I can't believe
the four years have gone by so
fast. There is nothing I would
change.
"This place is what it is solely
because of the people. The friends
that I've met and the faculty and
staff have all been so inspiring, so
diverse. It's been an unbelievably
rewarding experience.
"I'm very excited to move on,
but at the same time there's going
to be a big void to fill."
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Obituaries
Johnson, associate dean in Arts & Sciences; 47
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

Sara L. Johnson, J.D., associate
dean and academic coordinator in the College of Arts &
Sciences, died Monday, May 17,
2004, of metastatic neuroendocrine cancer. She was 47.
Johnson, a WUSTL alumna,
came to work for the University
in 1989 as special assistant to
then-Chancellor William H.
Danforth. She dealt with a wide
variety of policy issues, as well as
community relations, complaint
resolution and special projects.
"Sara was a wonderful person
who made us all better," said Danforth, now chancellor emeritus.
"Friends, colleagues and students
at Washington University will all
miss her."
She served with Danforth for
six years, until his retirement in
1995. She remained in the same
capacity for two years under
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton.
"I met Sara when she was a
student 30 years ago, and her talent was striking even then," said
James E. McLeod, vice chancellor
for students and dean of the College of Arts & Sciences. "The
thing I most appreciate is that we

had a person of such talent and
experience with deep commitment
to the University and its students.
"She was a terrific human
being, an extraordinary colleague
to have."
She served as chair of the committee to revise the student judicial code in
1994-95 and cochaired the
Undergraduate
Council in 1996.
She also served
as recording secretary for the
Chancellor's
Cabinet under
Johnson
Danforth and
the University
Council under Wrighton.
She was a member of numerous committees and acted as a liaison to Clayton and University City
and to the Skinker-DeBaliviere
neighborhood.
"Sara Johnson was a very special person," Wrighton said. "She
assisted me in making the transition to Washington University and
guided me during my first few
years here. As associate dean in
Arts & Sciences, she emerged as a
great leader for the University and

Graduates
Class of 1954 alumni
to march in procession
- from Page 1
reporting (from Lebanon); the
1988 Pulitzer for international
reporting (from Israel); and the
2002 Pulitzer for commentary.
He recently completed his
third book, Longitudes and Attitudes: Exploring the World
After September 11, a collection
of his post-September 11 Times
columns, plus added commentary.
Honorary degrees also will
be awarded at Commencement.
In addition to Friedman, who
will receive a doctor of laws, honorary degree recipients are: Joe
Edwards, the driving force behind the revitalization of The
Loop in University City, doctor
of laws; David M. Kipnis, M.D.,
the Distinguished University
Professor of Medicine and of
Molecular Biology and Pharmacology, doctor of science;
Theodore McMillian, a judge
for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 8th Circuit, doctor of humanities; the late Robert M. Walker,
Ph.D., former professor of physics in Arts 8c Sciences and faculty
fellow of the McDonnell Center
for the Space Sciences, doctor of
science; and Edith Waldman
Wolff, a generous University supporter and St. Louis philanthropist and volunteer, doctor of
science.
Commencement will begin
with the traditional academic
procession into the Quad, which
will be led by honorary grand
marshal Robert L. Virgil, Ph.D.,
the Sesquicentennial Commission
chair, a University trustee, the
former Olin School of Business

Violent Weather
Plan information
The decision for implementing
the Violent Weather Plan will
be made by 7 a.m. today. Major
local radio and television stations
will be given the information; it
will be posted on wustl.edu; and
it will be announced through
campus e-mail.

a wonderful advocate and adviser
for our students.
"She was a person with uncommon ability, sensitivity and dedication. Hers was a life of importance,
and she will be deeply missed by me
and our entire community."
Johnson graduated from the
University in 1978 with Arts & Sciences degrees in history and economics. She earned a law degree from
the University of Chicago in 1981.
She is survived by her partner,
Kathleen M. Wildman; her mother,
Dorothy S. Johnson; her sister, Lisa
(Harvey) Van Sickle; and three

nephews.
A memorial service will be at
3 p.m. May 23 in Graham Chapel.
A reception will follow in Holmes
Lounge.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the University and earmarked for the Sara L.
Johnson Scholarship. Contributions should be sent to Robert
Gibson, Campus Box 1210, One
Brookings Drive, St. Louis, MO
63130-4899.
The scholarship will provide
need-based assistance to students
in the College of Arts & Sciences.

Barker, 82

Duncan, 84

Walter W Barker, an instructor in
the School of Art for 12 years and
a 1948 alumnus of the school, died
Thursday, May 13, 2004, of pancreatic cancer at his home in Greensboro, N.C. He was 82.

Helen Duncan, who retired as
assistant controller in 1984 after
a 43-year career at the University,
died Sunday, May 9, 2004, in
Bethesda, Md. She was 84.

Bell, 80
Susanne (Susi) Bell, librarian at the
Gaylord Music Library from 19831993, died Wednesday, April 28,
2004, in Boston. She was 80. Memorial contributions may be made
to the Gaylord Music Library.

Scharon, 89
H. LeRoy Scharon, professor in
the Earth Sciences Department
from 1947-1971, died Saturday,
May 15, 2004, in Houston from
complications of Parkinson's disease. He was 89.

commencement speaKers
I ore than a dozen distinguished individuals will
speak at Commencement-related events.
Thomas L. Friedman,
the three-time Pulitzer Prizewinning foreign-affairs columnist for The New York Times, will
deliver the address at the main
Commencement ceremony.
Other speakers are listed
below.
• Robert E. Hegel, Ph.D.,
professor of Chinese and of
comparative literature, both in
Arts & Sciences, for the Graduate School of Arts 8c Sciences;
immediately following the main
Commencement ceremony in
Edison Theatre.
• Repps Hudson, co-coordinator of the Communications
and Journalism Program in University College in Arts 8c Sciences for University College;
May 19 in Simon Hall Auditorium.
• Jack Knight, Ph.D., J.D.,
the Sidney W. Souers Professor
of Government and chair of the
Department of Political Science
in Arts 8c Sciences, for the College of Arts 8c Sciences; May 20
in the Field House of the Athletic Complex.
• Jim Harris, associate professor of architecture, for the
School of Architecture; immediately following the main Com-

Mi

dean and former executive vice
chancellor for University relations.
Virgil's ties with the Olin
School of Business began after his
graduation from Beloit College
and service in the Army. He enrolled in the University's master
of business administration program, earning a master's in 1960
and a doctorate in 1967.
He began teaching in the Olin
School in 1961 as an instructor.
He later became a full professor
of accounting, a position he held
throughout his tenure as dean.
He has held visiting professorships at other institutions, including the Amos Tuck School of Business Administration at Dartmouth University and the Israel
Institute of Technology.
His leadership abilities were
recognized early. Virgil was

mencement ceremony, in the
Brookings Drive mall.
• Patrick Schuchard, the E.
Desmond Lee Professor for
Community Collaboration and
associate professor of art, for
the School of Art; May 20 in
Graham Chapel.
• Michael Kaplan, for the
Olin School of Business' Undergraduate Diploma and
Awards Ceremony; immediately following the main Commencement ceremony in the
Field House of the Athletic
Complex.
• Gary Loveman, for the
Olin School of Business' Graduate Diploma and Awards Ceremony; 3 p.m. today in the
Field House of the Athletic
Complex.
• Stephen F. Brauer, University trustee, for the Henry
Edwin Server Graduate School
of Engineering 8c Applied Science; 2 p.m. today in Edison
Theatre.
• Christopher I. Byrnes,
Ph.D., dean and the Edward H.
and Florence G. Skinner Professor of Systems Science and
Mathematics, for the School of
Engineering 8c Applied Science;
May 20 in the Field House of
the Athletic Complex.
• Shanti K. Khinduka,
Ph.D., dean and the George
Warren Brown Distinguished

University Professor, for Eliot
Honors Convocation; May 20 in
the Field House of the Athletic
Complex.
• Ned O. Lemkemeier, University trustee and chair of the
School of Law National Council, for the School of Law; 12:30
p.m. today in Brookings Quadrangle.
• Sister Mary Jean Ryan,
for the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work; immediately following the main Commencement ceremony in
Graham Chapel.
• Stephen Goldberg, MD,
for the School of Medicine;
3 p.m. today in the Ferrara
Theater of America's Center.
• Anthony Delitto, Ph.D.,
for the Program in Physical
Therapy; immediately following
the main Commencement ceremony in Sheldon Concert Hall.
• Gary R. Olson, for the
Program in Health Administration; noon today in The
Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton Clayton Plaza Hotel.
• Patrick Rummerfield,
director of performance assessment in the School of Medicine's Spinal Cord Injury Program, for the Program in Occupational Therapy; immediately
following the main Commencement ceremony, Holmes
Lounge.

named acting dean in 1977 and
assumed the permanent deanship
two years later. He retired from
the University in 1993 to become
a general principal at Edward
Jones.
Approximately 125 alumni
from the Class of 1954, celebrating their 50th reunion, will march
in the opening procession.
For the 24th straight Commencement, the program will
begin with music by The Mighty
Mississippi Concert Band of
St. Louis, under the direction of
Dan Presgrave, music director/
conductor of the University Symphony Orchestra, the University
Wind Ensemble and The Saint
Louis Wind Symphony.
Debra Hillabrand, a first-year
student in the Master of Music in
Vocal Performance Program, will
sing "America the Beautiful."

Raffi Nazarian, president of
the senior class, will deliver the
student Commencement greeting.
(See article, Page 1.)
Conferral of academic degrees
will follow, with the deans of each
of the schools and Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., executive vice chancellor, dean of Arts 8c Sciences
and the Barbara and David
Thomas Distinguished Professor in Arts 8c Sciences, assisting
Wrighton.
After the conferral of degrees,
Wrighton will deliver his message
to the Class of 2004.
Adam Cromer, who will receive a master of music in vocal
performance degree, will conclude the ceremony by singing the
"Alma Mater."
Afterward, the University's
schools will hold receptions for
graduates and their guests.
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Washington People
With Brookings Hall standing sentinel in
the spring sun, then-University Chancellor Thomas H. Eliot presented an
aspiring young scientist his bachelor's
degree 36 years ago.
After a 30-year career as an internationally renowned pediatric geneticist, Larry J. Shapiro, M.D.,
came full circle when he returned home to Washington University last summer to assume the positions of vice chancellor for medical affairs and dean
of the School of Medicine.
Now, as dean, he urges the University to build upon
its solid scientific strengths and to lead the way in a
second genetic revolution: "At the heart of what we
should be doing is taking all of our advances in DNA
sequencing, genetic analysis, imaging and other technologies and bringing them to the patient's bedside."
A developmental biology class at the University
taught by Viktor Hamburger and Nobel laureate Rita
Levi-Montalcini sparked Shapiro's interest in biomedical science.
"The course changed my life," he says. "It
exposed me to new concepts and important funBY KIMBERLY LEYDIG
damental questions. However, no one could have
predicted then most of the things we now do on
a daily basis. Completing the sequence of the
human genome wasn't imaginable when I was a medical student."
Already infused with the infinite possibilities of
genetics, Shapiro was inspired to continue studying
the nascent field by another University professor,
William Sly, M.D., his longtime mentor.

Larry J. Shapiro, M.D. (right), congratulates graduating medical students at Commencement last year.
"Our students are absolutely spectacular," he says. "Besides being very bright, they are also refreshingly idealistic, and most of them have come to medical school for the right reasons. It's usually students who ask the most insightful questions and inspire you to think. They prevent you from getting
too absorbed in yourself, and they keep you honest."

A visionary leader
Larry J. Shapiro guides the University
through the next era of medicine
Sly was impressed by Shapiro's brilliance, enthusiasm and voracious interest in genetics.
"Dr. Shapiro's breadth of understanding of clinical
medicine and human genetics and its importance to
medicine make him a great candidate to lead the
School of Medicine," says Sly, now chairman of biochemistry and molecular biology at Saint Louis
University.
"He has a remarkable ability to remain calm and
composed regardless of the circumstances. I always
thought these talents would have made him a great
leader on the battlefield."

Great role model
Even as an undergraduate student, Shapiro's classmates and Kappa Sigma fraternity brothers foresaw
his ability to be a great leader.
"Larry was a great role model for our less-studious
brothers in the house," says David T. Blasingame, now
the University's vice chancellor for alumni and development programs. "One of my strongest memories is
that Larry wanted very much to go to medical school,
and he worked very hard academically to get there. He
spent many hours at the library, and he raised the
average GPA of the fraternity."
After earning his undergraduate and medical
degrees from the University, Shapiro completed a
pediatric residency at St. Louis Children's Hospital.
In 1973, he became a research associate in the
Section on Human Biochemical Genetics at the
National Institute of Arthritis, Metabolism and
Digestive Diseases. Two years later, he joined the faculty at the University of California, Los Angeles,
School of Medicine as an assistant professor of pediatrics and director of the Harbor-UCLA Genetic
Metabolic Laboratory.
In 1983, Shapiro was named professor of pediatrics and of biological chemistry, and in 1986 he
became chief of the Division of Medical Genetics and
also was named a Howard Hughes Medical Institute
investigator.
He went to the University of California, San
Francisco, in 1991 to direct and expand one of the
leading academic pediatric departments in
the country and helped
to establish the UCSF
Children's Hospital.
"Larry Shapiro
exudes an unwavering
commitment to excellence," explains Alan
Schwartz, Ph.D., M.D,
the Harriet B. Spoehrer
Professor and head of
pediatrics. "He is
smart, intellectually
curious and has a stalwart work ethic."

Creative spark
Uetake, and children (from left) Jennifer
Reitz, Brian and Jessica.

The depth and diversi^ of responS1bilities
d™1 accompany

Shapiro's role at the School of Medicine don't
allow much time for research or clinical endeavors.
While he misses working in the lab and treating patients, Shapiro says the challenge of administrative leadership offers a new and equally exciting opportunity.
"Some people suggest that administration is
boring, but I've discovered it's an opportunity for
another kind of creativity," he says. "As an administrator, I'm faced with a series of problems, and,
as in research, you gather information and get
insights into how things can be done differently.
It sparks a different kind of ingenuity."
One of Shapiro's key goals as dean is to further the School of Medicine's standing as one of
the nation's most highly rated medical centers —
which requires solidifying its role as a leader in
clinical innovation, advancing its very broad
research agenda and refocusing its scientific and
medical educational activities.
Central to advancing the teaching component
of the medical school, Shapiro says, is building
the Farrell Learning and Teaching Center. The
state-of-the-art center, slated to be completed in
summer 2005, has been designed to draw people
together from all disciplines of the School of
Medicine and will soon serve as the main venue
for biomedical education for medical and graduate students.
"To enhance Washington University's position
as a world leader in medical education, the
School of Medicine must provide a rich learning
environment that reflects the continual evolution
of medicine," Shapiro says. "The center will provide us with an exceptional environment to produce our next generation of leaders."
Enhancing the complete student experience
and promoting graduate education are also paramount to Shapiro's mission. He also hopes to
address issues of student indebtedness and how
that affects the choice to pursue medicine as a
career.
The University's cross-departmental and
intercampus BioMed 21 plan — a $300 million
initiative to transfer genome research into new
medical treatments — serves as another hallmark
of Shapiro's vision.
As the University solidifies its role as a world
leader in biomedicine, Shapiro insists that building stronger bridges between the community and
University also is key to that equation.
"The people of St. Louis have supported
Washington University wonderfully over the
years, and it's important to remember that generosity and to draw from the strength of that
connection," he says. "As an institution, we must
always remember our obligations to give back to
the community."
From attracting talented students and faculty
to the area to serving as the region's major healthcare provider, Shapiro explains how the University
reciprocates that support in many ways.
"The Medical Center is the region's principal
safety-net hospital," he says. "All you have to do is
walk into the emergency department at BarnesJewish or St. Louis Children's hospitals to see that
we provide primary health care for many people
in the region.

"When I was a student here, there were three public
hospitals. Now all three are gone. For many people, we
are their only access to health care."

Love for teaching
If Shapiro weren't consumed with the awesome responsibility of running the School of Medicine, he might be
sailing.
"I'd be on the ocean somewhere," he says, recalling
earlier days when he devoted much of his time to racing
sailboats. His affinity for the ocean is shared with his
wife, Carol-Ann Uetake, who grew up in Honolulu and
studied marine biology at the University of Hawaii.
During his tenure at UCLA, Shapiro had the chance
to take a mini-sabbatical for genetic research at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa. Uetake was supplementing her marine biology studies with biomedical and
genetic research.
The couple ended up meeting in "the most romantic
of places: the lab," Shapiro says. "The first productive
thing we did together was publish a paper. And then we
went to the beach." Uetake soon moved to the mainland
and joined Shapiro at UCLA.
"She's convinced I'm trying to take her farther and
farther away from Hawaii and the ocean," he jokes about
their move from San Francisco to St. Louis. "Actually,
she's become a big fan of St. Louis. She's fascinated by
the changing of the seasons, and everyone at the University has been so welcoming to us."
In many ways, the University has always been like a
second home to Shapiro. Not only is he a graduate, he
also has proudly watched two of his three children graduate from the institution.
They also have been influenced by Shapiro's passion
for teaching. Jennifer Reitz (Arts & Sciences, 1994),
Brian (Arts &. Sciences, 2002) and Jessica (a graduate of
the University of San Diego) are all teachers.
Brian teaches high-school science and coaches track
in Santa Barbara, Calif, and Jessica teaches fourth grade
in Lawndale, Calif. Jennifer is taking a break from teaching to raise her two sons, Jacob, 4, and Elijah, 1, with
husband and teacher, George Reitz (Arts & Sciences,
1994) in Nashville.
"Teaching has always been an aspect of my career
that has given me a great deal of pleasure, and my kids
picked up on that," Shapiro says.
For him, Commencement is a wonderful opportunity
to celebrate the talented students and renowned faculty
as well as the University's rich history and tradition.
"Our students are absolutely spectacular," he says.
"Besides being very bright, they are also refreshingly idealistic, and most of them have come to medical school
for the right reasons. It's usually students who ask the
most insightful questions and inspire you to think.
"They prevent you from getting too absorbed in
yourself, and they keep you honest."

Larry J. Shapiro
Three adjectives that describe you? "Handsome, courageous
and charming," he jokes. "Hopefully, it would be fair, ethical and
creative — I hope that creative spark is still there."
Why did you go into pediatrics? "Anybody who goes into pediatrics has an affection for kids and wants to help them. In my
own case, I found pediatrics intellectually challenging and exciting because it's an area of medicine that focuses on the scientific
underpinnings of developmental biology."
What's changed about St. Louis since you've been away? "The
entire city has become considerably more vibrant and diverse,
especially the Central West End. Now — largely because of the
substantial redevelopment efforts of the University — the area
has been restored and revitalized into a thriving and trendy area.
I have the same hope for the Forest Park Southeast neighborhood, one of the University's most recent revitalization efforts."

